Old Ways, New Days Traveller Conference 
 
Introduction
 
This conference, in collaboration with Derbyshire County Council and other regional partners, is the first of a set of nine regional events uniquely led by the National Federation of Gypsy Liaison groups. This is a fantastic opportunity for delegates and members of the Travelling community to come together to raise awareness and share experiences, knowledge and best practice around age, disability and health issues.
 
Who should attend?
Members of the Gypsy/Travelling community and anyone who works in an organisation providing services to Gypsies and Travellers, such as:
 
Local Authorities:

· Elected Members and staff working in the following areas:

· Equality and Diversity 

· Community Cohesion

· Community Safety

· Children and Family

· Education

· Housing

· Planning

 
Health and Social Care Providers
· General Practitioners 

· Primary Care Trusts
Voluntary and Community Organisations 

· Citizens Advice Bureau’s
· Welfare Rights Organisations
· Age Concern
Police Representatives


 
The conference will also provide best practise seminars with Regional Gypsy/Traveller organisations:
· Exploring barriers to involvement and identify ways of improved 
partnership working between the voluntary and statutory sectors 

· Consulting with Traveller and Gypsy communities 

· Showcase best practise from around the region 

Programme
 
09:30
Registration and Refreshments
 
10:00
Introduction and Welcome by chair Richard O’Neill 
 
10.05
Overview of Gypsy/Traveller life  
             Peter Mercer MBE Chair of National Federation of Gypsy 
             Liaison Groups 
 
10.20    
A Safe Base Project 
            
Muzelley McCready/ Siobhan Spencer Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison Group 
 
10.35        
A Young Traveller Persons Perspective – a Deaf Voice

Frieda McCann   
             
10.45
The Needs of Older People in the Travelling Community
       
Rodney Bickerstaffe, Former President of National Pensioners Convention
 
11.15
Refreshments
 
11.30       
Disability and Human Rights

Luke Clements, author of ‘Community Care and The Law’
                                                  
11.45
‘Blue’s poem’

Blue Boy Jones
 
11.50 
Travellers Health and Well Being Initiative
 
Vicky Boton of East Nottingham Traveller Association
 
12.15
Lunch and Networking 
 
1.15
Community Led Discussion Groups
 
Facilitated by Regional Gypsy Liaison Groups
 
2.15
Derbyshire Approach to Supporting the Travelling Community

Councillor Joyce Sanders Cabinet Member for Community Safety Services

             and Tim Braund Derbyshire Dales District Council
                                         
2.30 Race Equality across the Region 
 
East Midlands Race Equality Consortium 
                  
2.45
The Impact of Eviction on Children 

Bridie Jones, Canterbury Gypsy Support Group                                           
3.00
Panel Members – Final Comments
 
3.30
Networking and Refreshments                                   
 
4.00
Close of Conference
